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Another world (& South Africa) is possible!

Decommodification
• SA activists are at cutting edge of several ongoing campaigns to turn 

basic needs into human rights:

– free antiretroviral medicines to fight AIDS;

– free water (at least 50 liters/person/day);

– free electricity (at least 1 kiloWatt hour/person/day);

– free basic education;

– thorough-going land reform and decent housing;

– the right to work;

– Renationalisation of Telkom for lifeline phone services;

– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions; and 

– a 'Basic Income Grant' .

• All such services should be universal (not means-tested), and financed in 
part through cross-subsidies by penalizing luxury consumption.



Decommodification



Critiques of socio-economic ‘rights talk’
(mostly from Critical Legal Scholars e.g. Roithmayr, Madlingozi, Pieterse, Brandt)

• individualist: private/familial instead of public/political 

• consumption-oriented, without linkages to production, ecology

• ‘framed not to resist but to legitimise neoliberalism’ (Daria Roithmayr)

• leaves in place society’s class structure, and ‘bleeds off any real move to 

dismantle these processes through redistribution and reparations’ (DR)

• technicist discourse: alienates mass base and society in general

• mass-based organisations become the ‘client’, are ‘domesticated’ 

(Tshepo Madlingozi), are told to halt protests during litigation

• rights are ‘watered down’ with Constitutional clauses of ‘progressive 

realisation’, ‘reasonable’ measures and ‘within available resources’

• legal alleyways distract from a more transformative route to politics

• for class reasons, judges are amongst society’s most conservative elites 

• capitalism won’t deliver these goods!  



Lessons from Mazibuko

• Use rights narrative purely for defensive purposes

(injunctions against disconnections), not to change 

policy (Critical Legal Studies ‘contingency’ theory)

• Use rights narrative for social education and 

mobilisation (Treatment Action Campaign) but 

beware demobilisation potential

• For real relief: self-reconnection, turning meters 

into ‘statues’, ‘commoning’ and mutual aid, social 

protest



ARE ‘THE COMMONS’ AN ALTERNATIVE NARRATIVE?

http://onthecommons.org/content.php?id=1467

The commons is a new way to express a very old idea-

that some forms of wealth belong to all of us, and that 

these community resources must be actively protected 

and managed for the good and all. The commons are the 

things that we inherit and create jointly, and that will 

(hopefully) last for generations to come. The commons 

consists of gifts of nature such as air, oceans and wildlife 

as well as shared social creations such as libraries, public 

spaces, scientific research and creative works.



WHAT ARE ‘THE COMMONS’?
http://onthecommons.org/content.php?id=1467

Commons movement: A growing social and political movement that believes 

the commons is a crucial sector of the economy and society and useful prism 

for talking about resources that should be shared…

A wider appreciation for the enduring importance of the commons has 

developed over the last eight years, especially among people deeply 

involved in the politics of water issues, the internet, the over 

commercialization of culture and public spaces.

This world view is now reaching into many other arenas, including 

economics, the environment, social justice and numerous citizens 

movements around the world.

.



debates in and about 
global justice movements, 

a decade on 
reflections on theory, 
history, scale politics, 

themes and narratives 

(with reference to 
Africa, AIDS medicines, 

climate, water, soccer and 

post-apartheid South Africa)

slides by Patrick Bond
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Centre for Civil Society, Durban
(http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs)

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit



Karl Polanyi’s 
‘double movement’
The Great Transformation (1957): ‘the extension of the 
market organisation in respect to genuine 
commodities was accompanied by its restriction’ 
via civil society activism

Frantz Fanon on global & national elites:
Can global governance (G8/G20, UN, WTO, IMF/WB, Kyoto) 
and African elites (African Union, NEPAD) do this work?

The national bourgeoisie will be quite content with the role of 
the Western bourgeoisie’s business agent, and it will play its part 

without any complexes in a most dignified manner... In its beginnings, 

the national bourgeoisie of the colonial country identifies itself with 

the decadence of the bourgeoisie of the West. We need not think that 
it is jumping ahead; it is in fact beginning at the end. It is already 

senile before it has come to know the petulance, the fearlessness, or 
the will to succeed of youth.

Frantz Fanon,  ‘Pitfalls of National Consciousness’ 



Long waves of debt and default (by sovereign leaders)
The Kondratieff Wave



Source: Michael Burawoy

Waves of commodification and decommodification



Source: William G. Martin

Centuries of counter-hegemonic movements



Source: Andre Gunder Frank & Martha Fuentes

Social movements in recent history



The ‘double movement’ 

in the Third World, 2000
(select examples)
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From civil society, ‘Another Africa is possible!’
(selected examples) 

• Treatment advocates from SA and other African countries 
breaking the hold of pharmaceutical corporations on 
antiretroviral patents, thanks to international solidarity; 

• Apartheid reparations movement (demanding $400bn) 
presently in US courts, using Alien Tort Claims Act;

• anti-extraction community movements in SA against titanium 
from beach dunes (MRC) and platinum (Anglo and Lonplats);

• blood-diamonds victims from Sierra Leone and Angola 
generated a partially-successful global deal at Kimberley, but 
Kalahari Basarwa-San Bushmen raise concern against forced 
removals, as the Botswana government clears the way for 
DeBeers and World Bank investments, and the Marange field of 
Manicaland, Zimbabwe is an ongoing resource curse;
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Another Africa is possible!
• Lesotho peasants objecting to displacement during construction of the 

continent’s largest dam system (solely to quench Johannesburg’s 
hedonistic thirst), along with Ugandans similarly threatened at the overly 
expensive, corruption-ridden Bujagali Dam and Mozambicans in Justica 
Ambientale against Mphanda Nkuwa on the Zambezi River; 

• resistance to water privatisation by Ghanaian, SA and activists in the 
Africa Water Network;

• campaigns against Liberia’s exploitation by Firestone Rubber;

• Africa Centre for Biosafety against Monsanto-driven GM crops;

• Niger Delta activists (including Environmental Rights Action, Mosop and 
the Saro-Wiwa legacy, women non-violent protesters and the Movement 
for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta) keeping ‘the oil in the soil’ 
(80%!), and Chadian and Cameroonian activists pressuring the World Bank 
to cease funding repression and environmental degradation;

• Durban Group for Climate Justice attacks the ‘privatisation of the air’ in 
carbon trading associated with new enclosures; 

• Oil Watch (ERA) & groundWork linkages of Nigerian Delta and other Gulf 
of Guinea to affected southern/eastern African communities; 

• Pan African Climate Justice Alliance addressing coming catastrophe.



case study of successful 
internationalist social 
movement solidarity: 
access to Anti-RetroVirals

- 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, monopoly-
patented ARVs cost $15 000/person/year
- 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’
- 1998 – US State Dept counters with ‘full court press’,
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, death of Durban AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini due to stigmatization
- 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition,
Seattle WTO protest and Bill Clinton surrender

- 2000 – AIDS Durban conference, Thabo Mbeki denialism
- 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w MSF & Oxfam,
while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics

Gugu Dlamini



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign:

2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine, 
major WTO TRIPS concession at Doha

2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang
2003 – ANC compels change in state policy

2004 – generics produced in SA
2009 – nearly 800 000 public sector recipients 

2010 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama Pepfar cuts

strategic successes:

* commoning intellectual property
* decommodification

* destratification
* deglobalisation of capital
* globalisation of solidarity

Zackie Ahmat, 
Nelson Mandela



‘globalisation of people,

deglobalisation of capital’
I sympathise with those who would minimise, 

rather than with those who would maximise, 

economic entanglement among nations. Ideas, 

knowledge, science, hospitality, travel - these 

are the things which should of their nature be 

international. But let goods be homespun 

whenever it is reasonably and conveniently 

possible and, above all, let finance be primarily 

national. -John Maynard Keynes (1933), ‘National Self-Sufficiency,’ Yale Review.



little/no progress with global governance:
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment

Montreal Protocol on CFCs, 1996

but since then:  
• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and aftermath –
Copenhagen Accord a climate disaster
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings: 
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric since 1998
• UN MDG strategies, 2000
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure
• Monterrery 2002 Financing for Development and G20 
global financial reregulation 2008-09: failure
• renewed war in S.Asia, Middle East, 2001-?
• UN Security Council Reform 2005
• G8 promises on aid, NEPAD/APRM, Gleneagles: ?



not in elites’ interests to address climate



introducing:
Durban Group for 

Climate Justice

• October 2004 initiative

• supported by Dag 
Hammarskjold Foundation, 
Sweden

• driven by grassroots activists  in 
India, Brazil, Thailand, South 
Africa, etc

• largest signatory: Friends of the 
Earth International

• key sites: The Cornerhouse, 
FERN, SEEN, CarbonTrade 
Watch, CDM Watch, Dartmouth 
Univ Environmental Studies, 
UKZN Centre for Civil Society 



currents of a global eco-social movement
‘climate justice’ traditions, 1990s-2011

• 1990s environmental anti-racism;
• 1990s Accion Ecologica environmental debt demands; 
• late 1990s Jubilee movement against Northern financial domination; 
• 2000s global justice movement (following Seattle World Trade 
Organisation protest) and first ‘climate justice’ conference (Amsterdam); 
• environmentalists and corporate critics who in 2004 started the 
Durban Group for Climate Justice;
• 2007 founding of the Climate Justice Now! (CJN) network in Bali;
• emergence of a parallel (but not programmatically opposed) political 
tendency in the Peoples Movement on Climate Change (2008);
• 2009 rise of the European left’s Climate Justice Alliance in advance of 
the Copenhagen Conference of the Parties (COP); 
• renewed direct-action initiatives that potentially ties in mainstream 
groups like Greenpeace and 350.org;
• renewed grassroots campaigning across the world; and
• potential link to national states (via Third World Network), e.g.  April 
2010 Cochabamba ‘World Conference of Peoples on Climate Change and 
the Rights of Mother Earth’ sponsored by Bolivian government



what is ‘climate justice’?
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth 
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010)

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017

•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million

•acknowledging the climate debt
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP)
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people

•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature

•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries

•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies

Evo Morales



CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil, 
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land,
and the fracking shale-gas in our earth’s ass

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted majority of oil exploitation in 2008

• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni National Park

• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton oil refinery, 2010 – MI5 spy couldn’t crack it)

• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports

• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011

• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists 

• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation forced 
cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, Peabody;  
Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than coal 
and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins) 

– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, world wastepickers movement

• defeating Chevron expansion in Richmond, CA

• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power

• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 
linking climate justice to basic survival - e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition Just Transition

• movement to halt fracking of shale gas: France, Quebec, Pittsburgh, South Africa’s Karoo





UK labor’s 

search

for 

‘Just 

Transition’



vital need for SA ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign, 

so metalworkers get ‘Just Transition’: guaranteed, 

well-paid jobs in public/community renewable 

sector that help society and save the planet
This image cannot currently be displayed.

This image cannot currently be displayed.

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/



five fields of ‘Climate Justice’ activism:

from 2007, escaping global cul-de-sac

• 1) at global scale, work in solidarity to block major climate-
destructive projects, continue to make demands – albeit 
unwinnable in the foreseeable future given the adverse balance of 
forces in the UN and G8/G20 - for 
– 1) huge emissions cuts (for First World, by 2020, 45% below 1990, for <1.5 deg. C), 

– 2) Climate Debt payments (scaling up to $400 billion/year by 2020), 

– 3) carbon market decommissioning; 

• 2) at national scale, continue to make demands – also unwinnable 
in most settings, where due to adverse power balances, 
unacceptable legislation and/or gridlock are most likely - for 
– industrialised countries to make 45% emissions cuts, Climate Debt payments and 

carbon market decommissioning, plus massive state investments in transformed, 
decentralized energy systems, transport and infrastructure, and 

– semi-industrialised economies (e.g. especially BASIC) to make cuts based upon 
reversing their growing fossil fuel addictions, and in some cases (e.g. South 
Africa) pay a climate debt to poorer neighbours, and reject CDMs and offsets;



five fields of Climate Justice activism

• 3) at national scale where environmental regulatory 
agencies exist, challenge the institutions to restrict 
greenhouse gas emissions as dangerous pollutants (for 
example, as in the US after lawsuits and direct action 
protests against the EPA); 

• 4) at regional/provincial/state/municipal scales, engage 
public utility commissions and planning boards to block 
climate-destructive practices and projects; and

• 5) at local scales, target point sources of major greenhouse 
gas emissions, power consumption or excessive transport, 
and raise consciousness and the cost of business-as-usual 
through direct action and other pressure techniques



protest and state repression
in world’s most unequal major society

The World Cup, far from helping this situation, 

is just putting a magnifying glass on every 

blemish of this post-apartheid nation.”

“This is a country where 

staggering 

wealth 

and poverty 

already stand 

side by side. Dave Zirin,
renowned

sportswriter





a scene from Soweto, 1976

protest: racial apartheid…



A few kms from Soweto, a scene from Riverlea, 
next to Soccer City, October 2009 

… now class apartheid



more Fifa
protest:

informal traders facing restrictions, 
displaced Durban fisherfolk, CT 

residents of N2 Gateway project forcibly 
removed, construction workers, 

students in Mbombela who lost school, 
and poor towns’ residents demanding 

provincial rezoning
Durban’s Warwick Early Morning Market: 

anti-displacement protest, 2009

Johannesburg SA Transport and Allied 
Workers Union wage strike, 2010

Cape Town construction workers strike, 2008



ubiquitous 

‘service 
delivery 
protests’







state repression
longstanding problems of SA police 

brutality, e.g. 2004 torture of Landless 
Peoples Movement activists and police 

general Bheki Cele’s 2008 ‘shoot to 
kill’ order in KwaZulu-Natal

Local gov’t minister Sicelo 
Siceka’s ’turnaround-around’ 

municipal strategy: no change
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South African campaigns 
for decommodification, 
destratification and the 
deglobalization of capital
• SA activists turning several ongoing 
struggles to turn basic needs into human rights:

– free antiretroviral medicines;
– National Health Insurance;
– free water (50 liters/person/day);
– free electricity (at least 1 kWh/c/d);
– thorough-going land/housing reform;
– free basic education;
– renationalisation of Telkom for lifeline phone services;
– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions; 
– a 'Basic Income Grant' ; and
– the right to a job!

• as ‘non-reformist reforms’, all such services should be universal, partly 
financed by penalizing luxury consumption.

• interlocking/overlapping campaigns – but so far not unified due to 
macropolitical conjuncture (especially rise of ANC Zuma faction)



dedicated to the memory of SA’s 
greatest political economist of sport,

Dennis Brutus (1924-2009)
Robben Island veteran; critic of corporate athletics; 
organiser of 1960s Olympic Boycott of white South 

Africa, of expulsion of white SA from Fifa in 1976, and of 
1970s-80s cricket, rugby and tennis anti-apartheid 

campaigns; leading poet and literary scholar; global 
justice movement strategist; and at time of death, 
UKZN Centre for Civil Society Honorary Professor Caracas, 2008

UN testimony

1967
Durban 2009

Chicago 1980

given South Africa’s 
extreme inequality, 
Brutus opposed 
World Cup luxury, 
waste, corruption, 
commercialisation

“When you build 
enormous 

stadiums, you 
[are] shifting 

resources ... from 
building schools or 
hospitals and then 

you have these 
huge structures 
standing empty. 

They become 
white elephants.” –

in Fahrenheit 2010



The Second Economy
example: Microcredit evangelism

AsgiSA: ‘One key mechanism is to use the leverage 

of the First Economy to address the Second 

Economy. There are two key examples in AsgiSA. The 

first is to leverage the increased levels of public 

expenditure, especially investment expenditure, to 

promote small businesses and broad-based 

empowerment addressing such issues as access to 

finance…’



Microcredit evangelism:

Asgisa calls for ‘Expanding women's access to 
economic opportunities… Ensuring they have 

access to finance (micro to mega bucks); Fast-
tracking them out of the Second Economy… 

Leveraging components of BBBEE: Provisions 
for access to finance for women and youths; 
Funding commitments for housing and small 

business loans’



Microcredit evangelism:
AsgiSA: ‘The National African Chamber of Commerce has 

committed to establish 100 000 new small and medium 

enterprises per year, and government will support these efforts. A 

key challenge in this regard is to address the gap in loans 

between R10 000 and R250 000. One such effort is a new 

partnership between Khula and Business Partners in a R150-

million fund for business loans of this size. Another is a planned 

fund for women entrepreneurs, which is the result of a 

collaboration between the DTI, Eskom, Umsobomvu and the 

Women's Development Bank.’



Microcredit evangelism:

AsgiSA: ‘A commitment in the Financial 
Services Charter of R5 billion to small 

business loans is still to be finalised as a 
programme, but we expect progress 

shortly under the new leadership of the 
Charter. We also plan to accelerate the 

roll-out of the Apex (SAMAF) and Mafisa 
programmes of loans under R10 000.’



Microcredit evangelism:

AsgiSA: ‘A final set of Second Economy 

interventions is centred on the 

challenge of realising the value of dead 

assets – land, houses, livestock, skills, 

indigenous knowledge and other assets 

that have intrinsic value not currently 

realised.’



Microcredit reality check:

In SA, microcredit has failed, in part 
because the deracialised financial 

system permitted a slight increase in 
formal sector banking facilities to the 

black majority after the end of 
apartheid (to cream off the potentially 

bankable);
this truncated the ability of 

microlenders to establish economies of 
scale from the outset.



State’s deregulatory orientation created severe microfinance problems, as 

acknowledged even by the ANC Economic Transformation Committee in 2005: 

Rather than promoting asset creation, an unregulated 

micro-lending industry can promote the liquidation of 

assets to support consumption. Rather than 

promoting employment and economic security it 

could promote unemployment and economic 

insecurity by thriving on the extension of 

unsustainable debt burdens among low-income 

workers, thus generating economic 

disempowerment… 



ANC Economic Transformation Committee:

The commercial micro-lending sector has rapidly reached 

the limit of its expansion. The nature of its business 

model is such that it can only extend financial services to 

the salaried workforce. The vast majority of the 

‘unbanked’ fall outside this category. Furthermore, the 

objectives and institutional culture of the high street 

lender can hardly be considered appropriate for the 

implementation of an asset-based community 

development strategy.



As the ANC conceded, ‘remittances, grants and survival strategies do 

not necessarily lead to the accumulation of income generating assets, 

and it is this that micro-finance interventions need to address.’ Yet 

microfinance organisations (MFOs) were simply unable to foster ‘income 

generating assets’ during the first decade of liberation:

Various models of MFO have been developed internationally, the most 

famous of which is the Grameen Bank in Bangladesh. Over the last ten 

years many of these models have been adapted to the South African 

context. However, few have yet attained a scale of operation that is 

required. Even fewer have succeeded in becoming financially 

sustainable. While there may have been regulatory impediments to 

achieving these ends, there are also some who argue that such 

institutions are inappropriate to SA.



There are two reasons usually given: one is that 

unlike Grameen, the South African microfinance 

organisations have extremely high staffing costs, 

for as Ted Baumann notes, ‘Although their clients 

are drawn from the poor communities and 

microenterprises, their staffs are solidly emplaced 

in a middle-class material environment little 

different from developed countries.’



The second reason, Baumann continues, is that the majority of rural people (as well as urban 

slum residents and shackdwellers) are unable to generate surpluses sufficient to make 

repayments on credit: 

Unlike peasantries elsewhere in Africa, South Africa’s rural poor 

lack access to basic means of production, such as land, because 

of unresolved issues of comprehensive settler dispossession. 

They live in crowded rural villages squeezed between 

commercial farmland (no longer exclusively white) and tourist-

oriented game reserves. In the urban areas, opportunities for 

self-employment are severely constrained by South Africa’s 

manufacturing and retail sectors, the most advanced in Africa, 

which relegate small-scale trading and manufacturing to the 

margins.



Baumann: Because of their lack of access to productive 

resources, South Africa’s poor are almost totally dependent 

for their survival on the output of the formal economy. The 

things that sustain and enhance life are only available as 

commodities. The poor, however, are structurally excluded 

from access to the cash necessary to obtain these. One 

outcome of this situation is poor households’ dependence on 

state transfer payments, such as pensions, disability and 

childcare grants, and inter- and intra-household transfers. 

This is especially marked in rural areas.



The result is a failing industry, a problem unveiled when in 1998 interest rates 

rose 7 percent over the course of two weeks during a run on the currency, 

leaving microcredit borrowers with serious repayment problems and 

bankrupting several schemes. Although in comparison to other Third World 

and African microlenders, SA microfinance institutions (MFIs) have more 

women borrowers, Baumann concedes these structural shortcomings:

• South African MFIs are at the bottom of the scale in terms of average number of 

clients and the number of offices serving them… 

• The South African group operates from a much lower asset base than all other 

categories, except their African peer group…

• The South African group carries a much lower absolute loan portfolio on average than 

all categories of MFIs, except their African peer group, which is a little over half the size 

of the SA group…

• The average loan balance per client for the South African MFI group is on the low end 

of the scale, even in African terms, except for their direct peer group of small African 

MFIs targeting the very poor… 



• There is enormous disparity in terms of average balance per client as a 

percentage of per capita GNI. The SA MFIs are the lowest of any category—the 

only group in single figures—and only one quarter of the level of their African 

peer group...

• In every expense category, the South African MFI group is significantly out of 

line with other categories of MFI…

• Financial expense as a percentage of total assets is also significantly higher 

than other MFI groupings, reflecting SA’s high real interest rates...

• Personnel expense as a percentage of total assets is the most seriously 

inflated ratio in the case of South Africa, being 5 times the world average, 3.4 

times the African average, and nearly 3 times that of the African peer group…

• Unsurprisingly, given their relatively small scale, their inflated staffing and 

expense ratios, and the low average loan balances in proportion to per capita 

GNI, operating expense ratios in the South African MFI group are radically out 

of line with all other categories of MFI.



Uneven geographical development:

Heavy concentrations of poverty in rural 

former Bantustans and slow-growing & 

declining regions



Dissatisfaction with state services
(CT survey: 1 is poorest quintile, 5 is richest)

Source: Seekings and Nattrass



Social spending flat 
Source: IMF 2004



Citizen activism and militancy
(CT survey: 1 is poorest quintile, 5 is richest)

Source: Seekings and Nattrass



Dialectics of environmentalisms and eco-socialism

terrain
green business critical ecologies eco-socialism

type of agency TNCs, states and 
global agencies

environmentalists 
and green NGOs

hybrid red-green 
networks

forms of action commercial, 
brokerage

popularisation, 
resistance

exemplary 
mobilisation

ideal of ‘science’ theoretical, expert factual, lay situated, 
contextual

knowledge 
sources

disciplines traditions experiences

competencies professional personal synthetic



Typologies for assessing states
Socialist
(Esping-Andersen:) 
• social-democratic
• conservative
• Neoliberal
(Others:) 
• familial
• fascist

Critique of typologies



• READING: Esping-Andersen, Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism

• Central questions are whether the welfare state transforms capitalist 
social relations, and what causes welfare states to look the way they 
do?

• Welfare states have been said to have ‘functionalist’ roles in 
legitimating capitalism and securing a stable labour force (with 
consumption capabilities that reduce capitalist crisis tendencies), as 
well as ‘institutionalist’ characteristics associated with the nature of 
the societies in which they arise (e.g., open/closed, early/late 
democracy and nature of state-society bargaining systems).

• If social class is a determinant, the interests of workers are to 
‘decommodify’ their own labour-power (through assuring benefits that 
allow them to leave the job market) and to ‘destratify’ access to 
welfare services (‘universalism’), and in the process to build in 
redistribution to contribution systems.`



• Class coalitions are crucial to understanding how a numerically-
important but minority class (workers) can forge alliances with, e.g., 
rural people, to establish ‘social-democratic’ systems, and conversely 
why close relations between capital and the state often lead to ‘liberal’ 
welfare systems that commodify labour and establish means-tests for 
benefits.

• The three clusters of regime types that help categorise the way welfare 
states have developed are social democratic (Scandinavia and some 
other N.European countries); corporatist (middle-Europe); and 
neoliberal (Anglo-Saxon countries).

• ASSESSMENT: The analysis operates in a nuanced way at the macro-
political level, with excellent coverage of preceding theoretical and 
comparative contributions to the literature—but does it do justice to 
the micro-level that especially requires consideration of gender, 
household relations, demography and the interface of labour and 
social movements?


